
 

 

 
 
 
 

ThoroughBass is one of Sydney’s newest and most enthusiastic early music ensembles. 
Founded in 2008 by harpsichordist Diana Weston, the group of between three and seven 
members includes some of Sydney’s finest singers and instrumentalists. Mixing 
experience with younger talent is always a priority. This formula guarantees freshness 
and vigour at the same time as allowing a platform for performance exposure under 
expert guidance. All members play on period instruments. 
 
The ensemble holds a regular concert series at St Luke’s Church, Mosman, under the 
banner of the church’s own St Luke’s Concerts series. The full resonance of the St 
Luke’s acoustic make this a particularly appealing venue for small groups. 
 
ThoroughBass’ guest artists have included members of Sydney’s most prestigious early 
music ensembles – Monika Kornel (The Sydney Consort), Stan Kornel (The Sydney 
Consort, Sydney Symphony Orchestra), Tim Chung (Australian Brandenburg Choir), 
Susan Christie (The Renaissance Players), Anthea Cottee (Australian Brandenburg 
Orchestra), Anna Fraser (The Song Company, Pinchgut Opera), Belinda Montgomery 
(Cantillation), Inara Molinari (Australian Opera, The Tall Poppeas), Hester Hannah (The 
Tall Poppeas) amongst others. 
 
Contact 
Diana Weston (director) 
diana.weston@ozemail.com.au 
www.thoroughbass.com.au 
M: 0411 375 821 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Forthcoming concerts for 2010 
 
‘Delights of the Drawing Room’ 
11th April, 2.30 p.m. St Luke’s Church, Ourimbah Rd, Mosman 
 
The lighter side of music, where humour, playfulness and flirtation are the order of the 
day. Music by Pepusch, de la Pierre, Marais, Corrette, Telemann and Rameau.  With 
Anna Fraser (soprano), Jo Arnott (recorder), Alicia Crossley (recorder), Clara Blazer 
(cello) and Diana Weston (harpsichord). 
 
‘Black and White’ 
13th June, 2.30 p.m St Luke’s Church, Ourimbah Rd, Mosman 
 
Equal but opposite. Arrangements for 2 harpsichords of music by Vivaldi, Rodrigo and 
Pasquali. Featuring ‘Reflections’, the dual harpsichord partnership of Monika Kornel and 
Diana Weston. With repertoire for this combination practically non-existent, we beg, 
borrow and steal other instruments’. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
‘Treasures of Versailles’ 
8th August, 2.30 p.m, St Luke’s Church, Ourimbah Rd, Mosman 
 
Dipping further into the treasure-house of riches that Versailles and the court of Louis 
XIV offer.  French music and gamba specialists Jennifer Eriksson and Cathy Tabrett 
(The Marais Project) present music for viola da gamba by Marais, Boismortier and Caix 
d’Hervelois. Soprano Belinda Montgomery reveals the genius of the largely 
unrecognized composer Elizabeth-Claude Jacquet de la Guerre in her cantata ‘Judith’. 
 
 
 
‘Love and Desire in the time of Handel’ 
10th October, 2.30 St Luke’s Church, Ourimbah Rd, Mosman 
 
The language of Handel’s chamber cantatas is highly ambiguous. Peopled by 
mythological figures, nymphs and shepherds, the characters in the cantatas from his 
early Italian period voice the passions of his ‘feminine’ side and form the imagery of 
homoerotic lust.  
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Diana graduated in Music (hons) from the University of New England, majoring in 
accompaniment. Originally studying as a pianist with European concert artists Igor 
Hmelnitsky, Winifred Burston and Tessa Birnie, Diana has spent many years as an ensemble 
player and accompanist in Sydney. 
 
In 2004 she began studies on harpsichord and continuo accompaniment with Monika Kornel, 
and has recently had a Masters thesis accepted on styles in harpsichord continuo. Since 
exchanging piano for harpsichord, performances have included Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater with 
the St Mary’s Cathedral Choir, others with Bellatrix recorder quartet, with The Tall Poppeas 
for the New England Bach Festival and with Monika Kornel for the Annual Glebe Music 
Festival. This unique partnership is set to continue, with a recording planned in early 2010 
under the title ‘Reflections’. 
 



 

 

As well, there have been many appearances for the NG Art Gallery’s ‘Feast for the Senses’ and 
Music at St James series. In 2009 Diana performed with the Sydney University Grads Choir in 
Haydn’s Die Jahreszeiten and with Penrith Symphony Orchestra in Handel’s Messiah. Events 
planned for 2010 include the New England Bach Festival with Reflections and Bach’s 
Brandenburg Concerto No. 5 for Willoughby Performing Arts. 
 
Concerts with her ensemble Thoroughbass, established in 2008, have occurred in many 
venues throughout Sydney, Canberra, Armidale and Mudgee. The group now has a regular 
concert series with St Luke’s Church, Mosman. 
 
Diana’s harpsichord is made by Marc Ducornet from the Paris Workshop and maintained by 
Carey Beebe. 
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Born in Sydney, Anna Fraser has gained a reputation as a versatile soprano specialising 
predominantly in the interpretation of early and contemporary repertoire. Holding a Bachelor 
of Music in Vocal Performance from the Sydney Conservatorium of Music and a Graduate 
Diploma in Vocal Performance at New England Conservatory in Boston (2002), Anna was 
awarded a number of distinguished awards to facilitate her study in the United States: a 
Queen's Trust Grant for Young Australians, a Centenary Scholarship from the Foundation for 
Young Australians, and an Australian Elizabethan Theatre Trust Scholarship. In 2002, before 
returning to Australia Anna attended the Britten-Pears Young Artist Program in the United 
Kingdom and was a soloist in Handel's Dixit Dominus and the masque Acis and Galatea at 
the Aldeburgh Festival.  
  
Anna performs extensively with a number of Sydney's professional ensembles and, as a 
permanent member since 2008, has been performing with The Song Company full time which 
has included annual tours of Australia and abroad, most recently to the Flanders Festival in 
Gent; in 2010 extensive international performance opportunities with the Company will take 
Anna to Shanghai for the World Expo, Mexico and New Zealand.  
 
With professional ensembles Cantillation, and Pinchgut Opera - joining the specialised opera 
company in their annual productions since 2004, with roles in productions of Monteverdi's 
L'Orfeo (Speranza), Rameau’s Dardanus (Une Phrygienne) and most recently in their 2009 
production, Cavalli’s L’Ormindo, where she took on the two roles of Mirinda and Melide to 
much acclaim – Anna has performed extensively and has been featured in numerous 
recordings for ABC Classic release. Additional solo engagements have included performances 
with Sydney Philharmonia Choirs - in their 2006 concert Pomp and Madness, in a concert 
performance of Purcell’s Dido and Aeneas (Second Woman and Second Witch) in 2007, then 



 

 

later in 2010 will partake in their performance of Monteverdi’s Vespers; and with baroque 
specialists, Salut! Baroque – Anna has been featured in their subscription series concerts: The 
Grand Tour (2008) and The Sun King (2009), a programme of French baroque duets with 
soprano, Jane Sheldon. Later in 2010, Anna will reunite with Jane to join Salut! for another 
sumptuous programme of Italian duets.  
 
Always enthusiastic about performing early music, in 2009 Anna had the opportunity to 
perform unique and rare baroque works with Consort Astraea in the acclaimed program 
Harmonious Revolutions, an early music multimedia presentation for the 2009 International 
Year of Astronomy.  
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Joanne is currently completing her honours year of a Bachelor of Music (performance) degree 
majoring in recorder at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music under the instruction of Hans-
Dieter Michatz; she is undertaking research on the relationship between recorder and voice 
for her honours thesis. In 2005, Joanne participated in the Dolmetsch Summer Course in 
England and was invited to take part in advanced master classes with David Bellugi.  It was at 
this course that she internationally premiered works by the Australian composer Zana Clarke 
receiving a standing ovation. As a member of leading Australian recorder quartet Bellatrix, 
Joanne toured New Zealand in July 2007 and, with Bellatrix, has performed in concerts and 
demonstrations for schools in and around the Sydney area encouraging enthusiasm in young 
musicians. In 2008 Joanne was a finalist in the Sydney Conservatorium of Music’s early 
music concerto competition and again reached the finals in 2009. She is a regular tutor for the 
Sydney Recorder Society and in September 2010 will tutor at the Sydney Recorder Society’s 
Bundanoon weekend. Joanne tutors individual recorder lessons at Cranbrook and 
St.Catherine’s schools; as a recorder and clarinet teacher, she has over 11 years experience and 
has tutored on both instruments at orchestral workshops. 
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Recorder player Alicia Crossley recently completed her Masters of Music (Performance) at the 
Sydney Conservatorium of Music under the instruction of recorder virtuoso Hans-Dieter 
Michatz, researching the development of Bass recorder works in the 20th Century. In 2007 
Alicia completed her Bachelor of Music (Performance) with first class honours. An 
experienced recorder player, Alicia has won several competitions including the Under 18 years 
division of the Australian Moeck Recorder Competition (2005) and the Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music Early Music Concerto Competition (2007) with her performance of 
Telemann’s Suite in A Minor. She has performed in numerous masterclasses for artists such 
as Kate Clarke, Eva Legene, John Tyson and Genevieve Lacey. Alicia has also received a 
number of scholarships and awards throughout her undergraduate and post-graduate studies 
including the University Postgraduate Award (UPA), the Board of Governors Scholarship, the 
Margaret Henderson Scholarship and the John Ellyard Memorial Scholarship for a recorder 
player. Alicia enjoys ensemble playing, a former member of the Fipple Pipers and the Sydney 
Conservatorium Early Music Ensemble, directed by Neal Peres da Costa, and is currently a 
member of Bellatrix: The Australian Recorder Quartet. 
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Clara Blazer completed a Bachelor of Music at the University of Sydney (major in piano 
performance) and a Graduate Diploma of Education in 1979. Clara also studied cello with  
 
Colleen McMeekin and Algimantas Motiekaitis during her undergraduate years. In 1981-82, 
she studied cello with Jerome Jelinek at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor after being 
awarded a Graduate Rotary Fellowship. On her return to Australia, as well as working as a 
freelance cellist, a year was spent with the ABC Training Orchestra. Clara has held teaching 
positions at The King's School, Ravenswood School for Girls, Waverley College, Emanuel 
School and Chatswood Yamaha Centre and has conducted and tutored string groups for the 



 

 

Western Youth Orchestra and local primary schools. Presently she runs a busy private studio 
in Newtown. 
 
In 2004 Clara completed an Honours year at Sydney University ( major in baroque cello 
performance ), having studied with Tim Blomfield. In the same year she joined the baroque all 
female vocal ensemble  "The Tall Poppeas". Clara is a founding member of "Suonare", an 
instrumental ensemble specialising in exploring the baroque cello sonata repertoire. 


